
‘One being diseased’ 

 

 

 

Lev.14:1-15:33 

2Kings 3:7-20 (Mal.3:4-24) 

Mat.23:16-24:2, 30-31. 

 

 



 

Skin disease (ַרַעת   ,(tzara‘at צָּ

Houses with an eruptive plague,  

Male genital discharges,  

Menstruation. 

Lev.14:1-15:33 



ADONAI said to Moshe,  2 "This is to be the law concerning the person afflicted 

with tzara'at on the day of his purification. He is to be brought to the cohen, 3 and 

the cohen is to go outside the camp and examine him there. If he sees that the 

tzara'at sores have been healed in the afflicted person, 4then the cohen will order 

that two living clean birds be taken for the one to be purified, along with cedar-

wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop leaves. 5The cohen is to order one of the birds 

slaughtered in a clay pot over running water.  6As for the live bird, he is to take it 

with the cedar-wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop and dip them and the living bird in 

the blood of the bird slaughtered over running water,  7 and sprinkle the person 

to be purified from the tzara'at seven times. Next he is to set the live bird free in 

an open field. 8 He who is to be purified must wash his clothes, shave off all his 

hair and bathe himself in water. Then he will be clean; and after that, he may 

enter the camp; but he must live outside his tent for seven days. 

 

Leviticus 14:1 -8 



Unclear what Skin disease ַרַעת    צָּ

Oft mistranslated as ‘leprosy’  

Any skin disease. 

Must leave the camp – Cohen purify. 

Houses can also have ַרַעת    צָּ

 

Skin disease (ַרַעת  (tzara'at צָּ

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tzaraath


• Said Rabbi Yochanan in the name of Rabbi Yosei ben 
Zimra: One who bears evil tales will be visited with the 
plague of tzaraat;  Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning 
of the verse “This shall be the law of the metzora”? It 
means: This shall be the law for him who is motzi shem 
ra (‘gives a bad name’) through slander.” 

• Because of seven things the plague of tzaraat is incurred: 
slander, bloodshed, a false oath, incest, arrogance, robbery 
and envy (Talmud, Erachin 15b–16a). 

• Because the plague of tzaraat comes in punishment for evil 
talk, which is an act of chattering, therefore birds are 
needed for his purification, because these chatter 
continuously with a twittering sound (Rashi; Talmud) 



Exod.4:6 God told Moses to put his hand inside his 

coat and his hand became  m'tzora'at as  ְמֹצַרַעת

‘white as snow’ as sign to Pharaoh: Warning! 

 

 Numb.12:10 Miram spoke against Moses regarding 

his wife (colour?). God judged by removing his 

cloud (Presence) and “Miriam became   ְמֹצַרַעת

m'tzora'at as white as snow.”  

Rabbis focus on what causes: Spiritual  



 

Deut.24:8-9 Moses warned the Israelites in the 

case of ְמֹצַרַעת  m'tzora'at to obey what the priests 

would teach them, remembering what God did to 

Miriam. 

2Chron.26:19 King Uzziah had  m'tzora'at on  ְמֹצַרַעת

his forehead after burning incense in Temple. 

Rabbis focus on what causes: Spiritual  



 

Lev.14:17 Cohen to put oil on the one to be 

cleansed, in addition to the blood of the guilt-

offering: 

– the tip of the right ear = what listen to 

– the thumb of the right hand, = what you do 

– the big toe of the right foot = where you go 

Blood Atonement with Action 



 

Story of the four “leprous men” (ִעים  (m'tzora'im ְמֹצרָּ

at the gate during the Assyrian siege of Samaria. 

These went to enemy camp to find it empty – then 

brought the news back to Israel. 

Thus these ִעים  .brought release to Israel ְמֹצרָּ

 

Haftarah: 2Kgs.7:3-20 


